198            THE AERIAL AGE
I had plenty of time to call upon him, and was, in fact, within a minute's walk of his hotel. If I had had faith in him it would have been my pleasure as an American citizen to offer him my hearty congratulations upon his great achievement ; and as an Arctic man it would have been my duty to do so. But under the circumstances I could not shake his hand, and proceeded to Paris without seeing him. For this I was written down in many newspapers as one who had permitted pique to influence me.
When the news came that Peary had reached the Pole I knew it was true, and cabled him my congratulations. Upon returning to the United States I found the Cook-Peary controversy raging bitterly. It is in my nature to abhor deceit and imposture. This attempt to hoodwink the public, and to rob an honest man of his just dues, seemed to me particularly detestable, because it put a dark stain upon the pages in which were recorded the efforts of so many brave men of all nations. In my indignation, and my desire to help the cause of truth, I prepared and gave to the press, without a penny of compensation, a review of Cook's story in which it was shown that he had approached to within about 500 miles of the Pole and then turned back.
Well did I know this was the unpopular side.